West Bagborough Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held at the Popham Village Hall on Wed 9th May 2007
There were no parishioners present.

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman as correct.

PRESENT; Martin King (Chairman). Stuart Parkman. Charlie Ritchie. Larry Day. Lesly Topps.  Adrian Little. Peter Hamilton (Clerk)

IN ATTENDANCE:   C.Wolverson. (SCC Councillor).  
APOLOGIES.

Joanna Llewin Harris (TDBC Councillor).
INITIAL BUSINESS

The clerk confirmed the results of the election with all councillors elected unopposed. One vacancy exists that must be filled by co-option. Martin King was re-elected unopposed as Chairman.

The Chairman then welcomed the new councillor Lesley Topps to the new council and looked forward to working with all the members in this new term of office.

ITEMS FOR DECISION.

1. The co option of a councillor would be considered at a separate meeting in order to allow proper time and consideration to the candidates. Meeting to take place within 7 days. Proposed by A. Little, seconded by C.Ritchie.
2. The annual accounts were tabled by the clerk and accepted for forwarding for audit by Moore Stephens. Copies are available for any parishioner on request to the clerk.

3. Council decided to remain with the NatWest as their bankers but to use Williton as the access branch instead of Taunton. Clerk to arrange and obtain paperwork to update signatures.

4. Cheques were approved and signed as per the agenda lists.

5. The council resolved to formally adopt, with immediate effect, the mandatory code of conduct as is applicable to Parish Councils in 2007 with the specific inclusion of paragraph 12(2)-“Effect of prejudicial interest on participation”.

6. The Council also resolved to substitute S058 by “If a member who has declared a personal interest then considers the interest to be prejudicial he/she shall declare that and after making any representations, answering questions or giving evidence relating to that business he must withdraw from the room for the remainder of the consideration of the time to which the interest relates.”

7. The council also resolved to substitute SO70 by “ At all meetings of the Council, the Chair will at a convenient time allows members of the public to make representations, answer questions or give evidence relating to the matter or business being transacted at that meeting. This opportunity will also apply to any member who is otherwise excluded due to a declared interest as per SO58.”
8. The council agreed to support Stuart Parkman for election to the Quantock Hills JAC. 

9. The Local Development Plan-Development Management Policies was tabled. Councillor ……agreed to review the document and report at the next meeting.
ITEMS OF REPORT AND UPDATES.

The clerk advised Council of the matters as listed in the agenda.

Councillor Little to contact County Highways re the overgrown hedge below Heathfield Cottages. 
OTHER ITEMS ARISING

Councillor Wolverson agreed to investigate further the question of providing a safe haven, at the junction of the A358 and the lane from the village, for passengers alighting from buses from Taunton direction.

Road safety at Seven Ash junctions on the A358 is to be discusses. Councillor Wolverson invited a member to attend the meeting and Councillor ------ accepted.

A councillor would attend the planning committee meeting on 23rd May 2007 at which the planning application re the old Quantock Roses site would be considered. 
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None Noted. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held in the Popham Hall on 11th July 2007 starting at 1900 hrs.
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