West Bagborough Parish Council
DRAFT Minutes of the meeting held at the Popham Village Hall on Wed 8th November 2006
For review by Councillors Only.
There was 1 parishioner present.
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman as correct.
PRESENT; Martin King (Chairman). Stuart Parkman. Charlie Ritchie. Larry Day. Elaine Woolacott. Jane Kimber. Adrian Little. Peter Hamilton (Clerk)

IN ATTENDANCE:  Christopher Wolverson. (SCC Councillor)
APOLOGIES.

Michael Watson (TDBC Councillor). D.Greig.
ITEMS FOR REPORT.
1. The visit by the PCSO will be re-scheduled for the New Year. 
2. The Parish Website is now working. The address has been posted onto the Parish Notice Boards. Parish Clerk to check how many “hits” have been made and report at next meeting. 
3. The clerk had obtained a copy of the definitive map for the Parish showing the rights of way.  A copy was passed to the Chairman for review.

4. The order has been placed for the village signs and the licence notices are being published. Delivery and erection of the signs is scheduled for mid January 2007.

5. A meeting of the SALC in December is expected to provide more details of the White Paper. Cllr Wolverson advised that there may be implications for Parish Councils. The Parish Clerk and one councillor will attend the meeting and report back at the next meeting. 
6. Copies of the TDBC Statement of Community Involvement and the Taunton Town Centre Action plan have been placed in the reference library.
7. 4 planning applications had been received and returned to TDBC. 3 were supported and the on the fourth, for the retention of the cricket club container, the Parish Council declared and interest and did not comment.
8. The clerk reported that the C&G interest rate had changed in accordance with changes to the bank rate.
ITEMS FOR DECISION
9. Cllr Wolverson requested that a decision be made on the Community Grant of £500 and the application be forwarded to him no later than early December 2006. There was s short discussion but no positive decision. Post meeting note. Councillors agreed, in round robin discussions, to grant the money to the Parish Hall Committee to provide new windows.

10. Age Concern had once again approached the Parish Clerk re a local contact in the Parish. Councillors agreed that it would be a good idea if a parishioner would volunteer. 
11. The rubbish bin on the A358 is emptied by the Highways. It was purchased by the Parish Council. Councillors felt it was the responsibility of the Highways to provide bins and that with the large increase in use of the lay by that a larger bin or container may be more suitable. Clerk to write to the Highways for a response. 

12. A request for funding for the D&S air ambulance was rejected. Council feels that there is adequate support from other village activities. 

13. 2 cheques agreed for payment.
13.1. Cerdic Foundries. (village signs) £1290.53
13.2. M.J.King. £220.00 

14. The discussion on the annual report from ROSPA is held over to the next meeting. 

15. The Parish Clerk presented the half yearly financial statement, a copy of which is available on request. He reported that the reserves remain at a significant level and that a review should be made. The government bond of £4,000 will mature in December 2006 and a decision will be required on future investments. Whilst the Council accepted that a full review of reserve levels is needed, they felt that since the local election are due next May (2007), it would not be appropriate to make significant changes before the elections. Council agreed that discussions should take place in the Parish before the Annual meeting next May. The objective is to gain knowledge and understanding of projects that might be granted monies by the Parish Council in 2007/2008. Parish Clerk to design a notice for use on parish notice boards and website. 
16. The annual precept for 2007/2008 was agreed at £2500. A contingency sum of £1000 has been added to cover any election costs. 

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None Noted. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held in the Popham Hall on 10th January 2007 starting at 1900 hrs.
REQUIRED ACTIONS.

Attendance at SALC Meeting.
Attendance at Emergency Planning Meeting.
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