West Bagborough Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held at the Popham Village Hall on Wed 14th March 2007
There were no parishioners present.

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman as correct.

PRESENT; Martin King (Chairman). Stuart Parkman. Charlie Ritchie. Larry Day. Elaine Woolacott. Jane Kimber. Adrian Little. Peter Hamilton (Clerk)

IN ATTENDANCE:   C.Wolverson. (SCC Councillor). David Greig Parish Liaison. 
APOLOGIES.

Michael Watson (TDBC Councillor).
ITEMS FOR REPORT.

1. The Council heard from Emily Ruthven of Somerset Age Concern. She explained the work she is doing helping local communities set up active living centres. She gave a brief outline of the project. After some discussion it was agreed that further discussion at the May Annual Parish Meeting would be appropriate to see iof parishioners felt it was worth taking forward.

2. John Swayne of the Avon & Somerset Police PCSO team outlined the PCSO unit and the police response via the PCSO. He provided contact details for use by parishioners and explained that their objective was to reassure the community and build links.

3. Councillor Wolverson requested that any items for his attention be dealt with first. The Chair agreed and questions were asked about whether the Highways Authority had abandoned Smokeham Lane. Cllr Wolverson agreed to check with Highways.     
4. The Chairman welcomed the Bishop Lydeard ward representatives (Cllr J. LLewin-Harris, T.Beavan and Peter Watson who had attended to introduce themselves ahead of the boundary changes.
5. Parish Reserves were discussed again. The clerk reported that little interest had been received form parishioners at this stage. It was agreed that deadlines for decisions must be made at the Annual Parish Meeting in May. The clerk also reported on other potential sources of funding for any local projects. Details to be held on file for future use.
6. The clerk reported that the parish pages on the village website were being visited frequently. On average 30% of those visiting the site, looked at the PC page. The clerk recognised the need to make updating of the page more frequent.

7. The response had been sent to SCC re the rights of way project.

8. The lease for the Cricket Club has been agreed and implemented. The lease is now valid until 2013.

9. The village signs have been erected.

10. A general discussion on the proposals for a unitary authority for Somerset followed in which it was confirmed that a final decision is due in July 2007.

11.  4 planning applications as per the agenda were discussed and the responses agreed.

12. The clerk advised on an increase in the investment rate for C&G.

13. The proposed new model code of conduct is published. Unlikely to be any significant changes for Parish Councils. Review at next meeting.

14. The problem with the water outflow at the Lych Gate was discussed. No further action required.

15. Age Concern are still looking for a local link person in the village. No volunteers available.

ITEMS FOR DECISION
16. Cheques were agreed and signed as per the agenda

17. Cllr Little reported on the repairs, as recommended by ROSPA, to the playpark area. Most had been completed although one or two minor items were not considered necessary. Some equipment is getting well worn and wil need replacement in a few years time.
18. It was agreed that the invitation to attend the Area Working Panel would not be accepted at this stage. Councillors preferred to ait and see what was happening with the unitary authority process first.
19. It was agreed to transfer some of the reserves into the C&G investment account pending a decision on their future
20. It was noted that the replacement trees on the cricket pitch, that the cricket club had requested be moved, had not been moved. Chairman would follow up on what was happening.

21. It was reported that the wicket gate entrance to the cricket field requires some attention. Cllr Day to attend.
22. Questions were raised about the current status of the agricultural tie at Triscombe Racing Stables/Triscombe Vale Farm. The clerk was instructed to talk to the Planning Enforcement Officer at TDBC to determine the position.  
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None Noted. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held in the Popham Hall on 9th May 2007 starting at 1830 hrs.
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