West Bagborough Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held at the Popham Village Hall on Wed 11th July 2007
There were 3 parishioners present.

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman as correct.

PRESENT; Stuart Parkman. Charlie Ritchie. Larry Day.  Elaine Woolacott. Peter Hamilton (Clerk)

IN ATTENDANCE:   C.Wolverson. (SCC Councillor).  Peter Watson.( TDBC Councillor)

APOLOGIES.

Martin King. Lesley Topps. Adrian Little. David Greig.
INITIAL BUSINESS

In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman took the chair.
The Chairman then welcomed Elaine Woolacott as the co-opted councillor and Peter Watson as one of the new TDBC Councillors for Bishops Lydeard ward.
ITEMS FOR DECISION.

1. The clerk requested that outstanding declaration forms were returned promptly to him for forwarding to TDBC. Councillor Day reported that he had sent his forms directly to TDBC.
2. The clerk obtained updated authorities for the banking accounts and would ensure that these are presented to our bankers. It had already been agreed that we would stay with NatWest Bank plc but transfer to Williton branch
3. The Chair asked for nominations and suggestion for the 2007 Community Grant of £500 from Cllr Wolverson (SCC). No decision was made but it was agreed that we would discuss further at the next meeting.
4. There was a short discussion on the project to upgrade the playpark as agreed at the Annual Parish Meeting in May.

4.1. Councillor Little would be asked to lead the project.

4.2. The Council expressed their thanks to the children and young people who had provided lots of good suggestions for inclusion in the project.
4.3. The Clerk will approach the Execs of W.G.King to explore possibilities for the adjacent wooded area.

4.4. Help will be sought from TDBC with regard to design parameters and joint funding options.
5. Councillor Wolverson advised that discussions were continuing with County Highways about solutions to the safe haven for bus passengers at the junction with the main road. Council suggested that a small area cut into the bank with some slabs would be better than nothing at all but accepted that such matters are subject to land ownership and highway safety.
6. Councillor Wolverson also reported that a traffic survey had been completed at Seven Ash. The average speeds were below the limit of 50 mph but some were recorded at 66-71 mph. Higher speeds occur during peak periods which suggests it is local people or regular commuters. Requests have been made for some safety camera partnership or on site police speed checks during the periods of highest average speed. Also new signs will be erected at each end of the Bishops Lydeard-Williton section giving info on accidents/deaths on this stretch. Council thanked Cllr Wolverson for his work on this matter which continues to be of concern.
7. It was agreed that our claim for maintenance grants should be increased this year. We have accepted the status quo for a number of years and the value of the grants is now seriously eroded compared to expenditure.
8. The request for support to Victim Support was rejected.
9. No members of Council wished to serve on the TDBC standards committee.
10. There was a short discussion on the TDBC project to identify 50 notable trees. No immediate or obvious candidates were noted and members were asked to note that the closing date was before the next meeting so suggestions would need to be dealt with before the next meeting.
 ITEMS OF REPORT AND UPDATES.

1. The clerk advised that formal notice had been received of a motor cycle scramble event on 7th October 2007. Details as previous meetings.
2. The Clerk had received a request from a prospective purchaser re the Council response to proposed planning. No reply would be made as planning matters can only be decided within Council under planning applications.

3. Following on from our previous requests for the hedge to be trimmed along the field opposite Vale View Cottages, TDBC have issued a formal notice on the landowner with regard to the removal of the hedge.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1. Council has objected to the application to change of use of the annexe at Mayfield House.
2. An application to fell a birch tree at Mayfield House was passed by TDBC

3. An application to fell trees at Easter Cottage was passed by TDBC
OTHER ITEMS ARISING

Councillors Watson/Wolverson advised that there is now a direct clash with the Bishops Lydeard meeting since the change of ward boundaries. This makes it difficult for them to attend both on a regular basis. The chairman suggested and it was agreed by all that WBPC would change to the 3rd Wednesday of alternate months as from the next meeting in September.

Councillors Ritchie and Parkman expressed an interest in being invited to the proposed walkthrough with the Taunton Vision Group. Councillor Wolverson to advise.
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None Noted. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held in the Popham Hall on 19th September 2007 starting at 1900 hrs.
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