West Bagborough Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at the Popham Village Hall on Wednesday 10th May 2006 at 1930 hrs.
PRESENT; Martin King (Chairman), Stuart Parkman, Larry Day, Charlie Ritchie. Adrian Little. Peter Hamilton (Clerk) and 6 parishioners.
IN ATTENDANCE:  None.
Apologies Christopher Wolverson. (SCC Councillor). Michael Watson (TDBC Councillor). Jane Kimber. Sharon Davies.
Minutes from meeting of 11th May 2005 were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman as correct.
Matters Arising

No further progress has been possible in regard to car parking in the village.

There was some discussion on the need for low cost and social housing in the village. Parishioners believed that at least one family may have a need in the immediate future. Adrian Little agreed to follow up this matter with the TDBC Housing Enabler and report back at the next Parish Council meeting in July.
Chairmans Report. The Chairman referred to matters discussed at the Parish Meeting and recorded in the minutes of that meeting. He reminded the meeting that the council had been without a clerk for much of the year and had faced some difficult decisions on matters such as the felling of important trees within the conservation area. Costs continue to rise for things like statutory insurance which meant the precept had to be raised again back to pre 2005 levels.

The Parish Clerk tabled the annual accounts with copies displayed in the hall and also provided for individual parishioners attending the meeting. The council had previously approved the accounts and no further questions were raised.
General Parish Business.

Parishioners raised questions about the current position regarding the felling of trees alongside the cricket pitch. The Chairman gave a brief outline of the finally agreed position. The second expert opinion obtained via TDBC has been accepted and forms the basis of the work approved. The work is expedted to be undertaken in early October 2006. The clerk tabled a detailed spreadsheet showing the differences between the reports and the final approved works. Copies of this sheet will be posted on the parish website or are available upon request to the Parish Clerk for those without access to the website.

Parishioners also asked whether the Quantock AONB would be interested in a publicity event linked to the replanting of the new trees. The Chairman advised the meeting that the land and trees were not the property of the Parish Council and any such event would need to be agreed between the landowner and the AONB Rangers.
In answer to questions about how to report concerns about trees within the parish, advice was given that parishioners can contact any councillor, the parish clerk or indeed contact the trees officer at TDBC directly.
The Chairman explained the current situation with regard to heritage village signs. The cost of each sign is approx £500, a substantial amount of money in a small parish such as West Bagborough. The Quantock AONB has some funding to assist with the provision of these signs. One of the modern signs need replacing and the council has agree that if the cost of replacing this modern sign is about the same as two subsidised signs, then we will have heritage signs. The meeting accepted this as a sensible approach.

There was some discussion about procedure in the event of a vacancy arising on the Parish Council. Parishioners expressed concerns about the way the last councillor had been co-opted onto the Parish Council. The Chairman assured the meeting that he had taken advice from the responsible officers at the time and he had ensured the councillors followed that advice strictly. The Parish Clerk promised to advise the current procedures for any future vacancy directly to those parishioners who had raised the concerns.
The clerk advised the meeting that the parish website would be updated and kept more topical in the forthcoming months. Parishioners suggested that the website address should be displayed on parish notice boards.

